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Stephens: Bird Records of the Past Winter, 1917-1918, in the Upper Missouri

BIRD RECORDS OP THE PAST WINTER, 1917-1918, IN
THE UPPER MISSOURI VALLEY.
T. C. STEPHENS.

This report, like the one for the preceding winter,1 is a com

It

includes the observations of a number of other
field students besides myself. And I wish to acknowledge such
assistance from Mr. A. J. Anderson, Mr. A. F. Allen, Mr. G. 0.
Ludcke, and Mrs. H. M. Bailey, all of whom have done more or
less field work during the past winter season.
It has seemed proper to indicate in the title of the paper
the wider range from which many of the specimens recorded
have been received.
Some of the specimens referred to have
been received from Nebraska,
Minnesota, North and South
Dakota, and Iowa. Aside from the notes on this material, the
paper is based upon local field work.
posite one.

In nomenclature the writer has followed the A. 0. U. Check
List, except in the matter of subspecific designation. In a great
many cases the subspecies can be determined only by experts
at institutions where large series of skins are available for com
As these notes are not intended as a contribution
parisons.
on the distribution of subspecies, it seems best to omit the tri
nomial designation, even where the subspecific rank might be
the basis of geographical location. Tri
in two or three cases where the American
form is regarded as a subspecies of an extralimital species.

fairly inferred

nomials'

on

are used

This winter has been marked especially by the very unusual
flight of several species of raptorial birds, especially of Snowy
Owls and of Western Horned Owls.
The American Game Pro
tective Association has recently gathered information2 which
seems to relate these invasions of northern birds of prey to the
periodical scarcity of rabbits in those regions.
The facts thus
presented indicate that there must have been a marked decrease
in the numbers of rabbits and varying hares in the Canadian
provinces and northern United States in the falls of 1916 and
1917.
In the paper referred to it is suggested that the decrease
in these mammals is due to a disease. At any rate it was during
'Bird Records During the Past Winter, 1916-1917, in Northwestern Iowa..
By T. C. Stephens, Proc. Iowa Acad. Sci., XXIV, pp. 245-258, 1917.
'Why Grouse are Scarce.
By John B. BurnFiam.
Bulletin American
Published
UNI ScholarWorks,
1918
GamebyProtective
Ass'n., January,
1918.
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the falls of these same years that the northern states experienced

invasions of northern birds of prey. In the
fall of 1916 the flight of Goshawks extended from the Atlantic
coast to California.
Dr. G. C. Rich informs me of their occur
rence in the latter locality, and numerous published records
for other parts of the country are available.
During this fall
(1916) seven records were reported by the writer from Sioux
City (op. cit, p. 249). Four records of the Goshawk for the
winter of 1917-18 are presented in the present paper, all of
which were late in the winter.

unprecedented

The number of Snowy Owls and Great Horned Owls taken
It is difficult to relate
this movement of the birds to weather conditions. It is pos
sible that the same cause suggested for the Goshawk flight will
serve to account for the owl invasion of this winter.
The num
ber of Rough-legged Hawks taken this winter is also noteworthy.
here this winter has been very unusual.

Among the other records of especial interest AVC might mention
Grebes, the Holboell's Grebe, the Duck Hawk, the
Golden Plover, etc. The occurrence of the Purple Finch and
of the Carolina Wren is probably accidental.
the Horned

We may also note the absence this winter of the following
the Crosbills. the Redpolls, the Bohemian Waxwings,
species:
and the Red-breasted Nuthatches, all of which were recorded a
Fewer Golden Eagles were mounted by
year ago in numbers.
Mr. Anderson than a year ago.
Notes are included on certain species which may not be con
sidered winter birds, in the usual sense ; the ground for so doing
was briefly given in the writer's paper above cited.

This spec-ire occurred
Colymbus aiiritus.
in the vicinity of Sioux City during
the last two weeks of October and early part of November.
On
1917,
October 21.
Mr. A. J. Anderson collected four at Badger
Lake (Monona county. Iowa) out of a flock of approximately
fifty. Many of them were immature, as were two which he
took.
The length of the smaller one was 10.50 inches, while
another one was 13.75 inches long.
The two smaller ones had
no ruffs at all, but the larger one did have very short ruffs,
1.

Horned Grebe.

in considerable

numbers

which were depressed and elevated by the bird when taken.
An immature bird, which had been shot at Crystal Lake, in
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol25/iss1/12
Nebraska,
was received for mounting bv Mr. Anderson on

2

Stephens: Bird Records of the Past Winter, 1917-1918, in the Upper Missouri
BIRD RECORDS IN THE MISSOURI VALLEY

73

On November 5 another trip was made to Badger
Lake, when another specimen was taken, and two were found
which had been shot. The writer has no knowledge of this
species having been obtained or reported in this locality pre
October

31.

viously.
Holboell's

2.

Grebe.

a specimen was mounted

in from Page, Nebraska.
Birds of Nebraska" by
sidered a very unusual

Cofymlws holboelli. On November 7
by Mr. Anderson, which had been sent
Although the species is listed in "The
Bruner, Wolcott, and Swenk, it is con
record in our locality.

Duck. Anas rubripes. A male specimen "killed
near Luton, Iowa, was mounted by Mr. Anderson on March 11,
Black

3.

1918.

Wood Duck. Aix sponsa. A specimen was shot by mis
take by a hunter at Badger Lake on October 28, 1917.
4.

Lake
6.

;

Mr. Anderson mount

Clangula americana.

Golden-eye.

5.

ed two male specimens;

one on October 31, 1917, shot at Badger

and one on November 18, 1917, sent in from

Hull, Iowa.

Wilson

birds were
throughout

Snipe.

G-allinago

delicata.

These

noted in about the usual numbers in late September,

and early November

October

in suitable places.

Squatarola squatarola.
A flock of
a dozen, and one dead one were observed by Mr. Anderson at
Badger Lake on October 21, 1917.
Black-bellied Plover.

7.

Plover.

8.

Golden

Charadrius dominions.
One specimen
was taken at Badger Lake on November 5 and mounted by Mr.
Anderson. Later I heard that hunters had, on the previous
day, November 4, killed nearly all of a flock of about twenty
birds at the same place.
9.

Marsh Hawk.

Circus hudsonius.

not

seen

does
10.

Noted

as

late as De

Irf other years we have
this bird in January or late December, and it probably

cember 2 and as early as February

3.

not remain through the winter.
Goshawk.

Astur atricnpillus.

A

few

specimens

were

this winter, though there did not seem to be any snch
wave as in the preceding season; and those which were obtained
this year were all takeii late in the winter, rather than early,
year before.1918On January 4, 1918, Mrs. H. M. Bailey,
Publishedasby the
UNI ScholarWorks,
obtained
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while up the Big Sioux valley, came across a Goshawk which
had been shot a few days before by the farmer because it had
been killing chickens.
The following specimens were sent to
Mr. Anderson for mounting:
No.

3010.

A beautiful male from Wynot, Nebraska,

Febru

ary. 7, 1918.

A

spoiled

No.

3094.

from Laurel, Nebraska, March 22, 1918.
A female from Page, Nebraska, March 27, 1918.

specimen

Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo borealis.
This species was
seen during the months of September, October, December, Jan
uary, and February ; and it has been seen during the winter
months in other years.
11.

Harlan's Hawk.

Buteo harlam. On March 29, 1918,
Mr. A. J. Anderson collected a male hawk of this species, whicii
is probably simply a melanistic phase of Buteo borealis.
This
specimen was taken between Salix and Sergeant Bluff, and is
12.

now in

Mr. Anderson's collection.

Rough-legged Hawk. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johanThis species is very easily identified while in flight because
of the dark band across the belly, and the dark patch covering
the under primary coverts of each wing; these marks are con
Four field records and four
spicuous at a considerable distance.
specimens were obtained, as follows : On October 28, 1917, one
individual was seen flying over Crystal Lake, Nebraska, by A. F.
Allen and myself; on November 4 another was noted near Stone
Park by Mr. Allen ; and on November 5 two were seen at Bad
The fol
ger Lake by Messrs. Anderson, Ludcke and Stephens.
lowing specimens were received by Mr. Anderson for mounting:
on October 30, 1917, a male and a female from Sheldon, Iowa; on
November 29 a male which had been shot in Bacon Hollow, Sioux
City ; and on December 1 a female which had been sent in from
Ute, Iowa. Mr. Anderson has mounted only seven other spec
imens of this species since 1900.
13.

nis.

14.

Ferruginous

Rough-legged Hawk.

Archibuteo

Mr. Anderson mounted one on September

ferrugi-

which
had been shot at Brown's Lake (Woodbury county), Iowa. He
also mounted another one on October 11, 1917, which had been
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol25/iss1/12
sent to him from Warsaw, Nebraska.
neus.

17, 1917,
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Golden Eagle. Aquila chrysaetos.
Only two specimens
this season by Mr. Anderson, viz.,

15.

were mounted

No. 3019.
No. 3054.

February
March 4,

A

12, 1918.
1918.

A

male, from Akron, Iowa.

male from Alexandria,

South

Dakota.

Duck Hawk.
Falco peregrinus anatum.
A beautiful
specimen of this species was received by Mr. Anderson from
Page, Nebraska, on November 14, 1917.
It had been shot while
in the act of killing a Prairie Chicken. The latter, which had
16.

killed by the hawk, was mounted with the hawk. This is a
very unusual record for this locality, it beina the first specimen
which has ever come to Mr. Anderson.
been

Barn Owl. Aluco pratincola.
ceived by Mr. Anderson, as follows :

Two specimens were re

17.

No.

March

3095.

27,

A

1918.

from Waterbury,

male

Ne

braska.
No. 3118.

April

3, 1918.

A

female from Smithland, Iowa.

Long-eared Owl. Asia wttsonianus.
One was received
January
by Mr. Anderson from Wynot, Nebraska, on
11, 1918.
18.

Short-eared Owl. Asia flammeus.
Mr. G. 0. Ludcke
found one freshly killed near Luton, Iowa, on September 28,
1917. Mr. Anderson mounted two specimens as follows :
19.

A

December 23, 1917.

January
20.

1, 1918.

Screech

A

Owl.

male killed in Sioux City, Iowa.

male killed at Cherokee, Iowa.

Otus asio.

It

was noted

in about the

usual numbers throughout the winter.

The following
Bubo virginianus.
specimens were received and mounted by Mr. Anderson during
the past season.
21.

Great Horned Owl.

from Schaller, Iowa.
a male from Bacon's Hollow,

No. 2233.

November

11, 1917, a female

No. 2239.

November

17, 1917,

Sioux City.
No. 2240.

November

17, 1917, a male

from Centerville, South

Dakota.

No. 2260. December 15, 1917, a female taken on Correctionville Road, four miles from Sioux City.
December 23, 1917, a female from Whiting, Iowa.
No.by2266.
Published
UNI ScholarWorks, 1918
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2298.

January

25,

1918,

a

female
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from Bridgewater,

South Dakota.
No. 3067.
No. 3092.

March
March

13, 1918,

a female

23, 1918,

a female

from LeMars, Iowa.
from Ethan, South Da

kota-

Western Horned Owl.
Bubo i-irgimanus oecidentalis
The nomenclature of the subspecies of Bubo seems to be
in a state of utmost confusion. The designation here used is
taken from Ridgway's Birds of North and Middle America
(Part VI, pp. 736-756) rather than from the A. 0. U. Cheek
List. The general color of most of the following specimens was
gray ; the plumage contained considerable white, and very little
22.

Stone.

The feet were white, though in one or two cases there
There was much variation in
were some dark spots present.
these light specimens, but all were very easily distinguishable
from virginianits.
The following specimens were mounted by Mr. Anderson.
black.

from Kelly, Iowa,
female from Page, Nebraska.

No. 2232.

November

10, 1917, a male

Xo. 2238.

November

16, 1917, a

No.

November

19, 1917, a female

2242.

No. 2253.
December
of Leeds, Iowa.

No. 2254.
Sioux City.

from Alta, Iowa.

4, 1917, a male taken

seven miles east

December 5, 1917, a male taken near Morningside,

A

On December
number of field records also were obtained.
On several
16 Mr. Clifford Jones saw one near Sargeant Bluff.
20,
February 17)
dates (December 23, December 30, January
one of this species, which may have been the same individual,
was seen in certain ravines on the way to Stone Park (Allen,
Ludcke, Stephens). Mr. Allen also saw one in the woods near
It was a very
McCook Lake, South Dakota, on March 3, 1918.
noticeable TEact that the owls of this race were much more easily
Mr. Jones ap
approached than our native race of virginianus.
proached within twenty feet of his specimen ; and the one noted
on December 23, by Mr. Allen and myself allowed us to get
within twenty-five feet before he flew. Of course, after he once
flushed it was not possible to get near him again.

Snowy Old. Nyctea nyctea. Perhaps the most interest
23.
ing ornithological note of the season in this locality has been the
flight of Snowy Owls. On November 25, 1917, a specimen taken
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol25/iss1/12
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near Meckling, South Dakota, was offered

for sale, but was not

or mounted so far as the writer knows. On December
21 the writer was informed of one which had been shot near McOook Lake, South Dakota, by farmers, because of alleged dep
redations on chickens.
On January 20, 1918, Mr. Anderson was
reliably informed that two had been seen sitting on a haystack
between Leeds and James (near Sioux City).
On February 1
Mr. Anderson learned of two specimens which were hanging
on a fence post near Smithland, Iowa.
In going over Mr. Ander
son's records I find that he has mounted forty-six specimens
of Snowy Owls between 1900 and 1917. While he has never had
so many in one season as in this year, yet in the winter of 1905-6
For the winter of 1917-18, in
he received thirteen specimens.
cluding the six mentioned above, the following forty specimens
purchased

are here recorded.
SNOWY OWL.
1.

No. 2242.

2.

No. 2247.

November
November

21, 1917,
21, 1917,

from Remsen, Iowa.
Brunswick,
female
from
male

Ne

braska.
3.

Field.

4.

No. 2252.

5.

No. 2256.

November

4,

at Meckling, South
1917, male from Ethan, South

5,

1917,

female from Altamont, South

8,

1917,

male from Dakota City, Nebraska.
female from LeMars, Iowa.

reported

25, 1917,

December
December

Dakota.
Dakota.
Da

kota.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

No. 2257.
No. 2258.
No. 2259.

No. 2263.
No. 2264.
No. 2265.
No. 2267.

16.

No.

17.

No. 2269.
No. 2271.

2268.

kota.

December

December

female from Hlnton, Iowa.
female from Onawa, Iowa.
19, 1917', male from Brownsville,
Iowa.
1917, killed at McCook Lake, South Dakota.
21, 1917, female from Page, Nebraska.
11, 1917,
17,

1917,

sex? from Hawarden, Iowa.
male from Hinton, Iowa.
24, 1917, male from Wlnside, Nebraska.
24, 1917, male from Hawarden, Iowa.

December
December
December
December
December

24, 1917,

December

26, 1917,

20.

No. 2277a.
No. 2277b.

21.

No. 2279.

January
January
January

2280.

January

2281.

25.

No.
No.
No.
No.

January
January
January

26.

Field.

19.

11, 1917,

No. 2261. December
No. 2261. December
Field. December 21,

15.

18.

December
December

22, 1917,

23, 1917,

2,

male from Winnebago, Nebraska.
male from Beresford, South Da

male from
?
male from Altoona, Iowa.
1918, female from Burbank, South
1918,

2, 1918,
4,

Da

kota.
22.
23.
24.

2284.
2287.

January

20,

Published by UNI ScholarWorks, 1918

4,
4,
9,

female from Randolph, Nebraska.
male from Lester, Iowa.
1918, female from Bronson, Iowa.
1918,

1918,

male from Pomeroy, Iowa.
two between Leeds and James.

16, 1918,
1918,

7
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28.
29.
30.
31.

January
January

from Alton, Iowa.
from Remsen, Iowa.
Field. February 1, 1918, two killed at Smithland, Iowa.
February
1, 1918, male
from Kenneth, Minnesota.
No. 3008.
February 11, 1918, female
from West Point, Ne
No. 3017.
No. 2297.
No. 2299.

25, 1918,

female

25, 1918,

male

braska.

February

No
(Spoiled.)
32.

33.
34.

February
February

No. 3063.

March

38.

No. 3065.

39.

No

40.

No. 3096.

March
March
March

36.

male

from Oakes, North Dakota,

February 19, 1918, male from Hornlck, Iowa.
No. 3036.
February 19, 1918, from Schaller, Iowa.
No. 3037.
No. 3041.
No. 3042.

35.

16, 1918,

male from Renville, Minnesota.
21, 1918, female from Zeeland,
North Da
20,

1918,

kota.
37.

5,

1918,

male

from Brldgewater,

South

Da

kota.
female from Hinton, Iowa.
(Spoiled.)
male from Hinton, Iowa.
28, 1918, female from Remsen, Iowa.
13, 1918,
13,

1918,

Hairy

Woodpecker. Dryobates villosus. Recorded in
about the usual numbers.
Specimens obtained do not measure
up to leucoinelas.
24.

Downy Woodpecker. Dryobates pubescens.
medumiis.
Recorded in about the usual mimbers.
25.

Subspecies

Northern Flicker. Col apt es auratits, subspecies hiteus.
Noted with frequency and regularity throughout the winter ; as
many as thirteen individuals were noted on December 2 by Mr.
Allen.
26.

Horned Lark. Otocoris alpestris, subspecies
praticoJa. Latest fall record was November 5; was next re
ported by Mr. Allen, who saw a flock numbering between sev
enty-five and a hundred on the hills north of Sioux City on
February
1918.

Prairie

3.,

27.

a

28.
Magpie. Pica pica, subspecies kuds&nia.
One individ
ual was observed about
mile east of Morningside on February
10, 1918, by Mr. Paul Jones.
29.

Bluejay.

Cya-nocitta

cristate.

Noted

wijth

.frequency

throughout the winter.
Crow. Corvus brack yrliynchos. Noted in small num
An albino crow came into Mr.
bers throughout the winter.
Anderson's hands through the Sioux City Robe and Tanning
Company in the latter part of December (having been killed
was too far gone to mount.
at Allen, Nebraska), but
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol25/iss1/12
it

30.
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On November
Carpoda-cus purpureiis.
Purple Finch.
of
species in
saw
a
male
this
Mr.
and
the
writer
Allen
1917,

31.
25,

It was in a Hop
of the Cardinal Glen.
Hornbeam tree (Ostpya virginiana) greedily feeding upon the
Although the bird was ten or fifteen feet up in the tree,
seeds.
we were about on a level with it because of the sloping hillside.
We watched the bird for fifteen mimites or more. After read
ing my report on the birds of last winter in this locality, Dr.
one of the branches

G. C. Rich called my attention to the fact that Lloyd and Clive
Brown, formerly residents of Sioux City, took a female of the
Purple Finch in the vicinity of Sioux City. This specimen was
identified by Dr. R. M. Anderson, as Dr. Rich informs me, but
the record was never published.
Goldfinch. Astragalinus tristis. Noted in considerable
numbers (thirty and forty on two trips) throughout the winter.
32.

Pine Siskin. Spinus pinits. The only note to be re
A single indi
corded on this species this winter is its scarcity
vidual was noted on December 23 (Stephens) and another on
Thus it bears out its reputation for
December 30 (Allen).
irregular and erratic behavior.
33.

Plectrophenax nivalis. The statement
Snow Bunting.
of a year ago that this species has never been recorded here
Dr. Rich has written
(op. cit., p 247) must now be corrected.8
the writer (under date of March 11, 1918) that he recalls seeing
and hearing these birds in Morningside On a cold, stormy day.
He is not able to give the date, for his records have been lost.
However, it was a number of years ago, before the suburb was
built up as it is today. The Snow Bunting is listed also in
the collection made by the Brown brothers in this vicinity
between fifteen and twenty years ago. During the present
winter the Snow Bunting has been reported at localities in the
eastern portions of Woodbury and Monona counties, in Iowa.
Mrs. Geo. Smith saw a flock of about thirty Snowflakes at a
farm house between Castana and Mapleton on January 6. 1918.
Another observer saw a flock of about ten in front of his barn
in Castana one day during the week of February 3. Dr.
W. H. Dewey reports that Snow Buntings were "fairly plenti
34.

3ThIs statement was probably correct so far as any published record is
concerned ; but the writer was not aware at that time that the species had
been observed at all.

Published by UNI ScholarWorks, 1918
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dilrufg the winter of 1917-18. It is thf-tfwgh
the kindness of Mrs. II. it. Bailey that these reports have bedv

ful"

at Moville

made available
35.

Lapland

to the write'?,

Longspur.

Catearius

lapp&nlrAts.

Similarly,

in the previous paper (op. cit., p 247) the writer stated that
Longspurs "have not been recorded1 here." This statement
from two former
Dr. Rich has informed the writer by
8, 1905 he was collecting on the hills

has drawn forth some pertinent information

in this region.
letter that on November
•east of Leeds
(suburb of Sioux City) and secured a Lapland
On another' date he
Longspur which was made into a skin.
saw the same species south of Morningside, and again in the
vicinity of Dace and Chambers streets. Mrs. Kafe' Rahn re
ported the Lapland Longspurs at Smithland during the winter
observers

of 1917-18.
Smith's Longspur.
Cakarius pictus. On February 3,
1918, Messrs. Allen and Ludcke saw four males of this species
among a large nock of Prairie Horned Larks on the hills a few
miles north of Sioux City.
The observers were close enough
see
distinctly the "horns" of the larks. They had a good
to
view of the four male Longspurs, but thought there may have
Although there was a strong, cold wind they
been more.
watched the birds for some time, and made a comparison with
a colored picture of the species; and they were satisfied beyond
a doubt as to the identity of the birds.
AVhile this species has
not been previously listed for this locality, and the present rec
ord is only a "sight record"1 it is here accepted for these rea
sons, viz., the observers are experienced and competent : the
circumstantial evidence is favorable (see Goss: Birds of Kansas,
36.

page 435)
page 280)

;

the species was listed by Agersborg

for the vicinity of Vermillion,

(Auk,

II,

1885,

South Dakota, about

fifty miles west of this point.
Hams

Sparrow. Zouotrichin
qu-erula.
This species
was last seen in the fall of 1917 on November 18.
Mr. Allen
saw two individuals on February 17, 1918, in a ravine along
Big Sioux river. The writer saw eight in the same ravine on
March 11, this being only three days ahead of the previous
37.

•It may also he said that Dr. Witmer Stone, who has recently pointed
out the objections to sight records, hns allowed himself to publish an initial
record for the state of Pennsylvania upon the basis of sight identification.
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol25/iss1/12
(Auk, XXXV, p. 221, 1918.)
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Ordinarily the Harris Sparrow is not
early record, however.
seen here after" vhe middle of November; but in 1912 they were
noted throughout December.

Tree Sparrow.

38.

Spizella m&nticola.

In

the

fall of

1917

this species appeared at p*:ecisely the average arrival date, viz.,
October 21 ; and they were abo.nt ^ numerous as usual through
out the winter.
The latest spring date in 1918 was April 8.
Slate-colored Junco.
Junto ^malis. This species
September
•was noted two or three days earlier than UKHa*, vlz->
n
30, and was very numerous during October; the JTnJ1
decreased during the cold weather.
Late in March aiid fiW'-Ji
in April the numbers again increased.
The JuncoS remain a"
week or ten days later than the Tree Sparrows.
The latest date
for the Juncos in 1918 was April 22.
39.

Song Sparrow. Mclospiza melodia.
Noted by Mr.
Allen through November and December, and by the writer on
February 11.
40.

Pipilo

Towhee.

41.

erythrophtltalmus.
A year ago th#'
the Towhee as a winter bii'd m this locality.
This winter it was noted by several observers throughout No
vember, December, and the early part of January, Always in
•writer recorded

the same general
along the

Cardinal.

42.

neighborhood,

namely,

Big Sioux river valley.
Cardinalis

the sheltered

rsvines

cardinalis.
Noted througfwut
during the colder months—
at this season. The largest

the winter but in larger numbers
because of their gregarious habits

number in one day was eighteen, on January
Cedar

43.

Waxwing.

these birds were not seen

BomlyciUa

1.

cedrorum.

As

until the middle of February,

during March and April they were especially numerous.

usual,
and

44.
"Whifce-rumped
Shrike.
Laniuis
arcubifon'dts.
The
writer is aware that there may be a dorrbt as to the possibility
of distinguishing this form from migrant in the field. How
ever, some shrikes in this locality have a very white rump, while
in others the rump is the same color as the back, bluish gray.
If this character has any value in subspecific differentiation
it is possible to recognize these two forms in the field. If the
, color of the rump is not a differential
character between excub
Published by UNI ScholarWorks, 1918
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itorides and migrans there is probably no real difference at all.
Individuals of excitbitorides were seen in our locality as late as
December

2.

Carolina Wren.
Thryothonts
hidovicianus. A year
ago the writer published the first record of this species in this
region (Proc. Iowa Acad. Soi., XXIV, page 257, 1917).
On
February 27, 1918, Mr. A. F. Allen saw a bird of this species
at Seventeenth street and Summit avenue.
On March 1 the
writer went with Mr. Allen to this spot. We had not gone half
a block from the street car before we heard the loud, full not?
of a bird wholly unfamiliar to me. Although I have seen the
bird in Missouri, I had never heard the song until this time.
We soon located the bird in the top of a tall cottonwood tree,
two blocks from where we had first heard it. Mr. Allen told
me that he had heard the song at a much greater distance than
this.
The song which we thus heard, if converted into words,
would sound something like this:
45.

Cher-wit, cher-wit, cher-wit. cher-tn'f,

"wit"

syllable being cut oft' very abruptly and emphat
ically.
The bird kept up this singing (at about 7:30 a. m.)
continuously as long as we were there, which was probably
During this time he sat very erect, somewhat
twenty minutes.
after the manner of the Cardinal, to whose song, also, there was
In my brief
a slight resemblance in tone and carrying power.
acquaintance with the species in Missouri it was prone to fre
quent the brush piles and tangled tree roots exposed by eroding
streams, etc. However, Mr. Allen informed me that at other
times he saw this particular bird down in a small plum tree
thicket not far from the cottonwood tree.
Except for this
thicket the locality was quite open and clear. Mr. Allen saw
or heard the bird several times later (last time reported to me
was March 21) as he passed the place on his way to his office.
On the occasion when we were there together the bird gave sev
eral variations from the song noted above, but I did not attempt
to record them. We did not think the identification could have
been any more satisfactory with the bird in hand.
Besides the
it
be
above,
may
added
that
we
saw
description given
clearly the
back and tail.
white superciliary line, and the cinnamon-colored
the last
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Pres
Brown Creeper.
Certhia familiaris americana.
ent throughout the winter, but in fewer numbers than in the
previous year.
46.

Present
White-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta carolmensis.
this winter in about the usual numbers; no increase in numbers
at any rate.
Observers in several localities complained that
the nuthatches did not visit the suet stations as in other years.
47.

48.

Black-capped

Chickadee.

Penthestes

atricapillus.

The

winter Chickadees of this region are provisionally recorded
under this form. Specimens have been collected and will bo
Their dis
passed upon in due time by competent authority.
tribution here this winter was not different from usual.
49.

Golden-crowned Kinglet.

Regulus

twice in the early part of the winter by

satrapa.

Was

seen

Mr. Allen.

migratoriiis. Robins wintered in
that the ob
; or it may be possible
servers are becoming more alert.
But throughout November,
December, January, and February Robins were seen by various
observers in the ravines up along Big Sioux river, and most
frequently in a large hollow known as Cardinal Glen by the
devotees of winter bird watching. Mr. Anderson saw as many
Robin. Plantsticits
unusual numbers this year
50.

as nineteen in one flock along the Big Sioux on December
Mr. Clifford Jones saw six below Sergeant Bluff on December

31.
16.

Sialia

sialis. Bluebirds, like the Robins,
were noted more frequently this winter.
Mr. Allen saw them
quite regularly on his weekly trips to Stone Park; and there
seemed to be a little flock of six or seven in that vicinity.
Mr.
Anderson also saw a flock of six at Leeds on February 6.
51.

Bluebird.
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